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Overview

You should write a little something here, especially for the prospectus, because you’ll want an introduction to your unit that personalizes the content. This usually (but not always) ends up becoming your abstract.

Rationale

This is like the bulky, scholarly essay of your unit. You should approach this piece with your research and any findings you happened across in trying to piece together your unit. I like to keep this short and sweet in the prospectus with some bullet points of what I intend to cover. However, bullet points should probably not be used in the final product.

Mathematical Background

This is where you would give other math teachers using this unit insight into your process. I would put a lot of work into this section for your prospectus, but expect to fill this out quite a bit by the time the final unit comes around.

Things You Might Encounter

Something you might encounter at this time would be a subheading in the section you are writing. Subheadings should be approached with a grain of salt – you want to use them to make the unit clearer and to mark a significant idea or change in thought. If you’re just using subheadings for giggles, step back, drink some coffee, and take a nap. Then try again.

     If you ever have to start another paragraph in a heading, be sure to indent 5 taps of the spacebar. Pressing “tab” on the keyboard is not allowed!

Strategies

Strategies are tough because I tend to think they fall somewhere in between the “background” and “classroom activities”. Think of it as a flowery narrative of what you’d do in your classroom and why you would do it. It is the approach and the meaning behind the approach, not a step-by-step layout of the plan of action. For the purposes of the prospectus, you should at least have some bullet points here outlining what you are thinking about using to teach your concept. Deep breaths…

Classroom Activities

There should be not less than three lessons and no more than five lessons. Outline them as you see fit, but think about what you would need to see in order to successfully pull off your unit. I like to leave these out of my prospectus, but if you are really inspired and “see” how this is all going to pan out prior to delving into the research and background, by all means write some lesson plans!

Annotated Bibliography/Resources

You’re going to employ at least three subheadings here (and you should have something in the first two subheadings for your prospectus):

Teacher Bibliography

Author. “Article.” Publication. Place: Publisher, Year.

Here’s an example in the MLA style of citation. I suggest you use it.

Student Bibliography

Author. “Article.” Publication. Place: Publisher, Year.

Here’s another example in the MLA style of citation. This is an annotation. It’s all coming together.

Classroom Materials

Stuff you’re gonna buy (or make your kids buy) to have this thing pan out.

Appendices

If you have worksheets, they go here (and NOT in the body of the unit). You really don’t need to worry about worksheets so much as the state standards.

Worksheet One

If you’ve created a brilliant piece of work for the kiddies to do (comprehension constructor (extra points for remembering stupid SDP lingo!)), you’ll put it here.

State Standards

The PA state standards should be enumerated and summarized here. This should be included on your prospectus (you’re gonna have to do it anyway), but you can wait until you get the lesson plans hammered out if you like.

